Tablet weaving artefact:
Virunuka, 12-14th century

Photos of three surviving fragments of this belt as well as of reconstruction made by Finnish
researcher Barbro Gardberg can be found in the book on Estonian belts by Eevi Astel (Ilmamaa,
1998). The reconstruction below is based only on the original fragments which are preserved at the
Institute of History, Archaeology and Art History of the Tallinn University. The combination of
black and red colours is based on the analysis of the threads.

The belt is woven using 38 tablets. Selvedge tablets (4+4) carry 4 threads each, the rest carry only 2
threads per tablets. Selvedge tablets are turned quarter turn for each row. Pattern tablets are turned
half a turn, either forward or back, only in case the colour has to be switched for particular row,
otherwise remain idle.

Threading diagram:
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Tablet turning sequence has to be read from bottom to top. It is designed in such a way that the
section shown below can be alternated with the same section flipped vertically.
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http://www.yrmegard.pri.ee/ee/tablets/books/astel
http://www.yrmegard.pri.ee/ee/tablets/books/astel
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